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Greetings from Wendy
“I find the great thing in this world is not so 
much where we stand, as in what direction we 
are moving. To reach the port of heaven we 
must sail sometimes with the wind and 
sometimes against it – but we must sail, and not 
drift, nor lie at anchor.” Oliver Wendyl Holmes.

Bill had a list of quotes that he used in his 
presentations. This one has been sitting on my 
desk since the last newsletter.

I mistakenly thought that a run of difficult 
circumstances came in “threes” but I must have 
been wrong. I am not sure which direction I am 
heading as the winds have been taking me 
around in circles. One thing is for sure: I am not 
at anchor. The biggest hurdle on the horizon is 
what will happen at Hunter Wine Services due 
to the recent news that the facility will be 
closing down. I have had many discussions with 
winemaker, John Hordern, and hopefully they 
will be able to keep the winery running on a 
smaller scale for the next vintage. 

Vineyard
The vineyard is a picture of health. The vibrant 
greens against the backdrop of the mountains 
makes a picture postcard photo. Visitors are 
always amazed by the beauty of the property 
and its view.

Several months ago I made the decision to 
change the 625 Semillon vines originally 
grafted to a Tyrrell’s clone, to Shiraz. 
Something different than our Italian varieties! I 
collected the samples and prepared them to the 

grafters' recommendations - the same experts 
who grafted the Verdelho and Arneis. The buds 
were in cold storage until 2 weeks ago. On 
Friday, my trusty chainsaw operator Trevor, cut 
off the one arm that remained on each plant, 
including the one metre of new growth. Now 
there is a pile of cuttings ready for a “burning of 
the Canes”! And the new vines have been 
grafted on. Today we began the task of 
protecting the new growth from the hungry 
kangaroos. Hopefully we can get this organised 
in the next day or two with my Swiss and 
Austrian WWOOFer’s. My Danish helper left 
today by train for her next adventure. Prior to 

that I had a French couple 
staying.

Events
I participated in an event 
organised by Singleton 
Council to aid farmers. Our 
participation fees and 
donations all going 

towards “Buy a Bale”. 

On Sunday 11th November, Catherine Vale 
attended the Oyster Festival at Ettalong. Thanks 
to Barbara and Tony Grantham for lending a 
hand, we had a good day and the weather was 
beautiful. 

The 'American Classics' event  I mentioned in 
the last letter has unfortunately been cancelled 
due to family issues. 

Launch of the 2018 Wines “Save 
the Date” 
March 31st 2019 is the date for this special 
Catherine Vale annual occasion. It will be 
similar to previous years, with a small fee as 
per the 2018 event. Stuart Hordern reported in 
the grapegrower and winemaker magazine: 
“The whites from the 2018 vintage will be 
fuller, softer and great on release”. Be the judge 
for yourself on the 31st of March. 



Little Bit of Italy in Broke
This will take place on the 13th and 14th of 
April 2019. Catherine Vale is again working on 
an expanded program for the weekend. More 
information in our next newsletter. 

Wine Orders
Thanks to all who ordered after the last 
newsletter. I am making up some special 6 pack 
offers for the Christmas period. The order form 
which accompanies this newsletter includes 
these and other great specials for the festive 
season. 

For the special offer 6 packs, the Chardonnay 
and Arneis vintages have all received a bronze 
medal or 90 and above by Wine Showcase.  The 
Barbera shows how different vintages from 
differing weather conditions produce a 
traditional Hunter Style and a more fruitful 
wine.  The Semillons are what the Hunter does 
best - the 2017 having received the most 
accolades.  They are still young and crisp which 
is how most people like them.  Older Semillons 
are still available.  Just ring for information or 
check the website.  

Any business owners who would like to give 
wine gifts to staff or clients, I would be happy 
to quote for special custom packs which could 
include local olives, oils, soaps and/or 
chocolates. They have been very popular in past 
years and are a lovely way to say thank you to 
your customers and staff. 

Wine News Australia Wide
Rootstocks - In a recent trial by the Australian 
Wine Research Organisation, it was reported 
that using rootstocks improves the biosecurity 
of the vineyard, and the ability to combat 
climate change and seasonal variability.   I truly 
believe that Catherine Vale is a prime example 
of how rootstocks can improve the vines' 
performance.  Without them I wouldn’t be 
grafting onto Semillon vines now as they are 
known to have a very weak root system. Ours 
are thriving on root stocks.

Natural Wine!  - the hottest trend of the decade 
is easily the all things natural concept - the 
concept is easy to grasp but there is no accepted 
definition of what a “Natural Wine” is!   They 
are wines produced without adding or removing 
anything during winemaking other than 
sulphites. They can only be achieved with 
careful picking to achieve optimum ph.  

 

Greetings and Best Wishes for the Festive 
Season. Remember to place an order for 
Christmas. See you in March.

Yours in Wine,
Wendy


