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Catherine Vale Wines

 Autumn/Winter News 
from Catherine Vale
Greetings from Wendy 
Catherine Vale has survived a one in 20 year 
harvest, two months of events and an overseas 
trip. I returned from the US after visiting family and 
friends.

Vintage
Barbera was the last to be harvested on the 
22nd of February. This was earlier than previous 
vintages when ripening wasn’t complete until the 
second week in March.  Early pruning may be the 
answer.
Semillon didn’t fare as well in the heat wave 
conditions as the other varieties. Four tonnes 
were picked at optimum ripeness. A testing 
vintage- Catherine Vale has 4 varieties at the 
winery. 
The Verdelho and 6 tonnes of Chardonnay were 
sold to Audrey Wilkinson. 
The Dolcetto went to Daniel Binet and Old Inn 
Road at Buladelah.  
Additional parcels of Chardonnay were picked by 
a number of small winemakers. Stock levels say I 
have enough wine for a couple of years! And the 
accountant says I have to break even!

Catherine Vale Activities
2016 Launch - This event was again well attended 
and I appreciated the assistance of Ross and Kim 
Burnet from Uralla. They gave up their weekend 
to be the main providers of kitchen assistance 
once again.  Also assistance from Family, Evan & 
Michelle, Dave & Olga and Barbara & Tony and 
more ensured the weekend went off without a 
hitch. The weather was wonderful, the music and 
food great and most importantly the wine was well 
received. 

This vintage was memorable in many ways. It was 
the 20th for which the Semillon and Chardonnay 
received special recognition. Celebration 
Semillon and Grazia Chardonnay were rightly 
named to celebrate 20 years of production and 
the assistance of family and friends  over the 
period from planting in 1993 to the 2016 harvest. 
The Piper’s Verdelho acknowledges the 6th 
grandchild. All 6 now have had a wine named 
honouring their part in the Lawson Family. Labour 
of Love Dolcetto is honouring Wendy’s relentless 
work to get this variety ready to harvest and 
Heaven’s Wonder Barbera is a tribute to Bill 
and his love of rugby – the only game played in 
heaven!  The 2018 Event will be held on March 
26.

 

Toast the Coast on the first of April at Gosford 
and Cessnock Stomp Festival held late April were 
both disappointing events and much thought will 
be given to the worth of these events for future 
attendance. The Upper Hunter Wine and Food 
Affair was again a memorable day with large 
crowds and a great atmosphere. The Hunter 
Valley Wine Festival this past weekend saw 63 
producers in one venue. You are assured of wine 



in the Crowne Plaza if you attend! Catherine Vale 
Barbera has featured on the menu for the last 12 
months.  

A Little Bit of Italy in Broke - Wine Sales were up, 
and the activities well attended with many positive 
comments. The Catherine Vale 2016 Arneis was the 
only wine served at Margan’s dinner from the region 
other than their own. Our dinner on the Friday night 
was enjoyable but always difficult to get full numbers 
on a Friday.  The roaming musicians Alfredo and 
Ricardo again provided a memorable experience 
and helped create a great atmosphere. I must thank 
Duccio Gelato from Five Dock for again attending the 
event with all the family.  If you are around Queen 
Street Five Dock stop in for great Gelato. Chris from 
Bunna Bunoo again had his olives. Smokin‘ Hot n 
Saucy served about 700 meals over the weekend - a 
big effort. Next year’s event will be the 7 & 8 April. 

The Vineyard
Pruning is under way with the Barbera and Arneis 
completed. Yvonne, Eric and Hans from China along 
with Daniel from England are cutting the canes from 
the wires a difficult and hard job. They have been at it 

for over a week. The Chardonnay and Semillon have 
been mechanically pre pruned as in previous years. 
The cockatoos again frequent the vineyard floor but a 
quad bike and horn see the flock of hundreds fly off to 
the neighbours!

Website
catherinevalewines.com.au  will be the new website 
address once completed.  Email will remain the 
same. 

Wine Sales
The 2016 vintage is ready for your enjoyment and is 
offered here at the special members pricing of 20% 
off normal retail.  Look forward to receiving your 
orders.

 

Until next time
Wendy


