
Catherine Vale Wines

656 Milbrodale Rd, Fordwich NSW, 2330
Ph (02) 6579 1334       Fax: (02) 6579 1299

Email: wine@catherinevale.com.au
www.catherinevalewines.com.au

Autumn at Catherine Vale
It is hard to believe that it is already half way 
through May. Catherine Vale has been very busy 
on all fronts.

The vineyard still has leaves but they are all now 
Autumn colours and when you look out over the 
valley the horizon has a different feel to it. The 
heat of only 10 days ago now has that winter 
blast to it - still waiting for rain! I am engrossed in 
having fires and cleaning up the bush. It is hard 
to believe that in July last year the first Cool Burn 
took place at Catherine Vale. Now I have huge 
fires of dead wood, some of which has probably 
been on the ground since 1968 when the last 

first raced 
through the 
area. Maybe 
one day we 
can all enjoy 
the peace 
and quiet 
that sitting 
on large 
rocks in the 
bush can 
provide. 

Launch of 2017 Wines
This event has been held on the last Sunday in 
March for many years. It is a showcase of the 
previous vintage. This year’s event held on the 
25th of March was well attended and hopefully 
everyone had a good time. Asking for a small 
donation thankfully didn’t deter your attendance. 

La Bomba Rock was a great band and everyone 
except my neighbour loved them and some 
were even dancing on the grass. I would like to 
express my appreciation for the assistance given 
by longtime friends Evan and Michelle and Greg 
and Jill. Not sure how the paella would have got 
done without their help - what was meant to serve 
45 was enough for over 90 - with some still in my 
freezer! The order form for the wines released for 

those unable to attend plus additional vintages will 
accompany this newsletter. Mail order customers 
are getting 20% off the Cellar Door price. 

Help spread the news about Catherine Vales 
Wines. Why not ask some friends to join?  

A Little Bit of Italy in Broke
This event was on April 7th and 8th. I was the 
coordinator of the event for the region. A very 
big job as this year Singleton Council required 
a DA, Traffic Management Plans, Traffic Control 
Plans, etc. Catherine Vale usually has a very 
hectic schedule over the 2 days. This year I was 
blessed by the visit of my girlfriend Phyllis and 
her husband Vern from California. A friendship 
that has spanned more than 60 years. They have 
visited 2 previous times. Their goal this trip was 
to help me with the Italian event. Two weeks of 
work saw the children’s activities including - large 
bubble making, painting in excess of 70 small 
pictures now on display, playing cornhole and 
making another game using old corks. Yes I still 
have some! A truly great effort - any volunteers 
for next year?  In addition there was music, pizza, 
gelato and several stalls, gnocchi classes, olive 
oil classes and a dinner on the Saturday night.  
Several mail order customers attended this.  
Thank you. Next year’s event is April 13th and 
14th. 

Events
There seem to be a never ending list of 
opportunities that come this way - too many to 
take advantage of them all. Some are in the too 
expensive basket. Catherine Vale has already or 
will soon participate in the following events

Upper Hunter Wine and Food Affair - This event is 
always held on the first Saturday in May with over 
7000 people attending for a great day of wine, 
food, music and many activities for young and old.  
The main street of Denman is alive!!  The best 
street party in the Hunter. 

Hunter Valley Wine Festival - This event is on the 
30th of June. It is held at the Crown Plaza with 
about 50 plus wineries. Catherine Vale is one of 
the original participants.



Jazz at Catherine Vale - this event will be held on 
Sunday September 30th at the usual time of noon to 
3pm. I have organised a different jazz group called 
“Half Nelson”.  Jack’s group who have been coming 
for more than 12 years were surprised by the earlier 
date and were not available. Hopefully they have 
enjoyed their time in New Orleans.

Wine
The four wines from the 2017 vintage were released 
at the launch. Most of you will be aware I have been 
selling fruit the last 2 vintages as sales and visitation 
are considerably down at Catherine Vale and for 
that matter all over the valley. These wines are great 
examples of wines from a great vintage. The 2018 will 
also show that from the Hunter, great is the reward 
for a vintage not plagued by rain and more rain as in 
2016.

2017 Chardonnay is a great example of Catherine 
Vale’s traditional style of Chardonnay. A great full 
bodied wine having been aged in oak for a year. 

Equivalent to the 2014 and 2010 
vintages. 

2017 Semillon - a really great example of Hunter 
Semillon. Diligence with production sees this wine 
which boasts a very lemony pallet with a light and 
crisp finish - just melts in your mouth.

2017 Arneis is another great example of what Arneis 
can do at Catherine Vale. A truly enjoyable wine 
following in the footsteps of the 2015 and 2016 
releases.

2016 Barbera - a beautiful wine with great fruit 
characters with a smooth finish. 

2006 Great Grays Semillon was also served at the 
event with many accolades for this aged Semillon.

The order form will provide you with the opportunity to 
purchase Verdelho, Dolcetto and other past vintages. 

I look forward to many orders or pay Catherine Vale a 
visit sometime and make sure you remind me that you 
are on the LIST to get your 20% discount! 

Yours in Wine,
Wendy


