
 
 

Catherine Vale Winter 2016 

Greetings from Wendy 

June is gone and the new financial year has arrived!  The 

country is still waiting the results of the election and at 

Catherine Vale pruning began the week of the 13th   of 

June   with assistance from Jordan, Florian, and Damien 

from France; Ashley and Ben from the USA; Mie and Sari 

from Japan, and Doug from South Korea. Quite a crew!   

The Chardonnay and Semillon were pre-pruned with an 

amazingly large piece of equipment leaving enough to be 

finished by hand so the optimum level of care can be 

given to these varieties. The Arneis and Dolcetto are cane 

pruned.  The Barbera is spur pruned but it is the most 

difficult to remove the tendrils off the wire!  Two and a 

half hours for 28 vines! 

Mid-August is my goal for completing the task. Not sure 

it’s achievable but like “pie in the sky” I will try.   

Newsletters will now be done according to the seasons 

and the next one will have news of Catherine Vales 

improved positon from James Halliday in his 2017 Wine 

Companion due to be released on August 4th.   

 

Alternative Varieties 

Catherine Vale grows 3 of these varieties.  As “Friends of 

Catherine Vale” we have tried to keep you abreast of 

changes in the drinking habits of consumers.  A recent 

Grapegrower and Winemaker Magazine states that the 

consumer says “Give me a unique and unforgettable story 

that will capture my heart.  - show me something 

interesting and different that will make my food sing”. 

The Italians offer more texture, more spice and more 

savouriness and more importantly they offer elegance 

and subtlety of flavor.  If you haven’t tried   Arneis, 

Barbera and Dolcetto from Catherine Vale why not give 

them a try! 

But what is so special about alternative varieties?  

Vinodiversity (Alternative Varieties Website) news states 

that “They are made from special people for a start.” 

“People who are passionate, a bit reckless, a bit crazy, a 

bit creative, a bit visionary and usually quite talented. 

They fall in love with a variety and just get on with 

growing it, breaking a few rules perhaps and learning 

along the way.” 

 

Catherine Vale Launch of 2015 Wines 

  This glorious day was well attended by “Friends of 

Catherine”.  The Newcastle Novatones barbershop group 

led by Ian Miller again performed for the gathering as 

well as Rachel Herbert and her group.  The food was 

again well received and special thanks to Kim Burnet who 

prepared the most exquisite dumplings to satisfy my 

desire to have another complicated recipe for over 100! 

The wines were well received with orders matching other 

years for sales.  Allan Schofield recorded the day’s 

happenings as in the previous years. A big thank you to 

everyone for making the day a memorable occasion.  

The wines from 2015 have yet to be released to the 

public as “Friends of Catherine Vale “ always have the 

first  opportunity to try the release after those attending 

the launch.   

The wines released were:  2015 Semillon, Verdelho, 

Arneis and the 2014 Barbera in honour of friends John 

and Brenda Darr who were a tower of strength during the 

6 months of Bills battle with esophageal cancer.  

 

“Friends of Catherine Vale” 

I have just researched winemakers from the Broke 

Fordwich sub region and have decided to alter the 

discount members get on purchases.  Previously a 10% 

discount was offered to members and I also gave a 

similar discount to purchases from members of the local 

community for bottle purchases.  The prices at the launch 

have traditionally been the lowest for the year.  

Members will now receive a 15% discount on all case 

purchases and free delivery.  



 
 
If all “Friends of Catherine Vale” ordered just half a dozen 

a year this would equate to approximately 200 cases 

which would be 85 more than in 2015-2016 financial 

year.     Help Catherine Vale improve sales by 20% in the 

new financial year.   

An order form will accompany your posted news and will 

be attached to the ordering section on the website.  

  

Catherine Vale Marketing Activities 

Catherine Vale has participated in the following events.  

Taste the Coast – April 2nd held at Gosford on the 

racecourse was an enjoyable day made much easier with 

the Grantham’s helping me and borrowing the tables and 

marquee from local friends at Pearl Beach.   

A Little Bit of Italy in Broke  -  April 10th and 11th was 

again a wonderful weekend with amazing activities  at 

Catherine Vale .  The Cabaret on the Friday night was a 

great evening but poorly attended. Nadia Piave showed 

her true Italian spirit on the evening and the guests left in 

great spirits. Gnocchi classes on the Saturday were 

overbooked.  First time for Try-booking.  I didn’t check on 

Friday night when 7 people booked!  Wine sales were up 

on previous years which made the weekend a success. 

Alfredo was singing and playing his heart out and Duccio 

Gelato made the trip from Five Dock again, and a 

sponsorship from Daracon was bonus.  

Stomp – April 17th this event was held on the main street 

of Cessnock with approximately 32 wine stalls!  Early in 

the afternoon the heavens opened up and everyone 

dashed away. The organizers claimed a record 10,000 

attended, a great effort for a first time event.    

Upper Hunter Wine and Food Affair  - May 7th   This 

event   is always a great day out with the main street of 

Denman alive with gourmet food stalls, oils, desserts and 

of   course hours of music and wine stalls with only  

members of the Upper Hunter Winemakers Association 

able to participate.  

Hunter Valley Wine Festival – June 4th  held at the Crown 

Plaza with 54 wine producers located inside, luckily as the 

day was rainy and windy.  Catherine Vale is one of the 

original exhibitors at this event.  Attendance insures that 

a Catherine Vale wine will appear on their wine list- 3 

cases of Chardonnay for the last couple of years .I believe 

they are going to promote the Barbera this year.   

The cheese Lovers Festival- June 26th at  Sebel Kirkton 

Park.   The event was outside and horrific winds from 

Friday night caused a bit of delay at the start. I wore a 

winter knitted hat and a parka all day. The last event for a 

while!    

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

September 24th - Pearl Beach Wine and Food Affair 

October 2nd - Jazz at Catherine Vale with the Frenchman 

Street String Jazz Band 

November 13th - Oyster Festival at Umina Beach 

March 26th 2017 - “Friends of Catherine Vale” 2016 Wine 

Launch” 

April  7,8,9 ,2017 – “A Little Bit of Italy in Broke”  

 

 

 

 

 


