
 
 

Spring at Catherine Vale 
 
Greetings from Wendy 
Spring arrived with a burst of greenness across Catherine 
Vales 10 acres of grapes.  Now the differing varieties are 
showing their various growing tips - a bit of green 
amongst the browns, yellows and reds as each variety 
displays its identity against the backdrop of the regions 
every changing hues. 
 

 
 
Thank you 
Thanks to all who have ordered wines since the Winter 
News and to those who have visited the cellar door and 
made special efforts to visit at the various activities 
Catherine Vale has participated in since June. 
  
Semillon  
The “Hunters best kept Secret” and Australia’s greatest 
viticulture treasure. In the storage shed cooled to 18 
degrees I have 13 years of Semillons.  
  
Recently I have had a vertical tasting with a local 
winemaker of each wine dating back to 1999. They all 
possessed the traditional Semillon characteristics with the 
effects of differing vintages showing through in the aging 
process. 
 
 
 

 

2015 - Has beautiful blossom aromas and tastes like a 
slice of lemon. 
 
2014 - Almond and grassy characters with closed acidity a 
lovely wine in the classic Hunter style.   
 
2013 - Grantham Reserve a low alcohol wine needing 
more time to deliver the best flavour perspective. 
 
2012 - A lower alcohol wine from a slightly wetter year 
presenting as a great alternative for the sauvignon blanc 
fanatic. 
 
2011 - A fabulous wine drinking well with acid on the 
lower side. 
 
2010 - Another beautiful wine with a bit of apple flavour.  
 
2009 - Still has plenty of age with some honey characters 
coming through. 
 
2007 - This wine benefited from being open prior to 
drinking taking time for lanolin characters to show 
through. 
 
2006 - Great Grays, lanolin characters showing through 
well and will change to honey with more time in bottle. 
 
2005 - A Classic Hunter Semillon with honeyed characters 
showing through. 
 
2004 - Possesses burnt toffee characters similar to 2011 
a gorgeous wine with a slightly lower acid level. 
 
2002 - Possesses aggressive acid and some burnt nut 
characters. 
 
1999 - Unfortunately sample selected was corked on 
opening.   
 
 
 

 



Have you tried a Catherine Vale 
Semillon recently? 
 

Why not order a selection of the above wines or 
take advantage of the tasting packs offered on 
the order form.   
 
This is a very  special offering of Catherine Vale Semillons 
In Jenny’s words “Few Hunter wineries or wineries 
anywhere else for that matter! Have such a complete 
historical record of this iconic variety.”  
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
CATHERINE VALE WINES 
 

Catherine Vale has again been given a 4 * 
rating by James Halliday in his recent edition 
with all the 2014 wines being recognized with 
marks above 86.   

 
The Arneis and Semillon head the list at 90. 
I entered the 2015 and yet to be released 2016 Arneis 
and the 2015 Dolcetto in the first Italian Varieties Wine 
Show in the Riverinia and was pleased with the 
Bronze Medals all received.   
 
Stock quantities prevented me from entering the 
Barbera.     
 
 
 

A trip to the King Valley 
In early October I visited the King Valley with 
friends from my days at Kurri Kurri TAFE.  This 
valley is a showpiece of Italian Wines.   
 
After visiting 10 wineries in 2 days with most producing 
Barbara and over half producing Arneis, I came away 
believing that Catherine Vale is on the right track with the 
styles Hunter Wine Services is putting together for the 
Catherine Vale label.  
 
The average  number of wines on offer was about 20 with 
Brown Brothers having 50 and Gapstead 30.  The 
Highlight was a long talk with Fred Pizzini.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends of Catherine Vale News 
Presently the news is sent by Mail Chimp and 
snail mail.  If any of you wish to change the 
method of communication please just email me 
at wine@catherinevale.com.au and I will alter to 
meet your preferences.   
 
New Members and Corporate offerings -  Catherine Vale 
is looking  to increase its list of  “Friends” if you have any 
friends that you would like to introduce, I would  send you 
a 6 pack  of mixed Catherine Vale wines once they have 
ordered.   
 
Catherine Vale would be happy to quote for any corporate 
gifts that any of your work places might like to consider for 
Christmas Gifts. These could also include local olive 
products, soaps or sauces or jams.       
  
 
  

Dates for Your Diary 
 

November 13th  2016 
Oyster Festival at Umina Beach  
 
March 26th 2017 
“Friends of Catherine Vale” 2016 Wine 
Launch 
this will be a special day for Catherine Vale.  
  
April 7th, 8th and 9th  2017 
“A Little Bit of Italy in Broke” 
  
Quote from Steve Pannell who has produced over 37 
vintages around the world. (we did meet him at the 
Alternative Varieties Wine Show a couple of years ago.  
 
He won the trophy for the best red but has many 
accolades as a Shiraz producer).“  I think all great wines 
obey a set of rules, and the most important of these is that 
wine should have a sense of place: the best possible 
expression of terroir.  
 
Put simply, a wine should taste like it comes from 
somewhere specific; unique and impossible to replicate.” 
 

Wendy 
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